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THE EARLY MANUSCRIPTS OF LEIBNIZ.
answered thus: If a figure has an analytical quadratrix of any sort, dn all cases it may be assumed to be an indefinite one; and then it will not in all cases give an indefinite, but sometimes a finite, equation that is equivalent to the given equation. In the same way, jt is certain that the quadratrix of a given curve as it is usually investigated, whenever there is one, will also be determined; and tthat too given uniquely and not ambiguously, so that any that differs from it, differs only in name. There is still one difficulty left; it seems impossible to determine which is the end or first term of the indefinite equation that is obtained; for it may happen that the terms of lower degree are cut out, and then it is divisible by 3; or x or yx or powers of these; nor do I see that there is anything to prevent this. There is the same difficulty whether you start from the lowest or the highest degree in the equation assumed to begin with as indefinite. Suppose then that in the equation obtained this
division is possible, then it is necessary that the constant term should be absent, and also all those terms in which x alone or, if you like, all the terms in which 3; alone is absent; and if we examine this continuously we may light upon an impossibility.
In this general calculus then, we may take it as certain that this difficulty is solved, and that such a division after the calculation can never happen; or if it is possible for it to happen, then the terms will go out, one after the other, so that the equation can be depressed and the comparison be made; and then it is to be seen whether this difficulty cannot be overcome in general, and the comparison proceed as we proceed with the elimination. Perhaps if the figure to be quadratured is reduced beforehand to its simplest equation possible, impossibilities will the more readily be detected. For then presumably the quadratrix must become more simplified, In addition we have another source of assistance; for various cal-